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CHANGES ARE SWIFT
FOR MEN IN BASKET

Wingless Airman Sings of
Fiery Bullets and
Parachutes

Yankee Balloons Stay on Job

While Yankee Planes Bag
Flocks of Drachens

To the Editor of THE STARS AND
STRIPES:

When you sit on the edge of a cloud all

Holding & map in your hand,

And you search for a spot that iy far sway
Out there in No Man's fand,

When you see the shrapnel bursting ftine,
The four hundred on the way,

And you find you bave busted the German

REi i nd
It’s the emd of o perfeet day,

We had a short talk the other day
with the Chef des Balloonatics de la
Premivre Armée Américaine, and he
told us a few startling facts about the
young fellows who were always going
up in the air.

it doesn't matter whether ft happened
at Chiitean-Thierry or St. Mihiel or
Verdun; as a matter of fact, it hap-
pened at all three places, and the man
we call Sam 13 most any old or rather
young Lieut. who sits in the basket
and, when he can blow the clouds out
of hig eyes, tells the battery commander
where his shrap s bursting.

Now Sam never saw a balloon in the
good old U.S.A. and, while he ap-
proached his first one without fear, he
did have & little treptdation. When he
landed in Frauce, he was sent to a
Trench balloon company on the front
to get acquainted with pinard and se
climated to Boche planes.

Sum was told that the sector was a
quiet one, but Sam thought he was in
& boller factory, filling a rush order for
Schwab. On his first trip in the ajr—-
well, we could write a story that wonld
require more space than the Encyclo
pedia HBritannica, but spaee is limited
and all that stuff,

Luoking for the Stresk

‘The Feuch like fo test a man's cour:
age and they have many w, of find.
Ing out whether or not he has a streak
of yellow, So Sam and Bill, both ist
Lieuts,, were led up to the gas hag
that was waiting to Hft these two uy
piranis higher than they even antici-
pated that they would go fn this world.

Like all Amerleans, they donned the
parachutes ke true soldiers and elimb-
ed into the hasket, while the quiet st}
volte of thé French sergeant major
gave the command, “Ladssez monter,”
or, literally translated, her iy,
and those two loots were llted up us
though by the magic of Hermann the
Great.

Sam heard what he thought was a
leak [n the balloon, and he "phoned the
attendant at the wineh, "The balloon
1% exploding or something” HBut the
wineh attendant  seftly  replied, "No.
she's valving.”

Now Sam knew all about Archimedes’
principle and he had Marlotte's laws
(P V—pv} lashed to the mast back in
the home town high school, but he never
thought of applying them to suusages.
As o matter of fact, Sam never knew
that o balloon had u valve

Life at 3,200 Meters

But they were going sup, or
the world was going down,
there wias a sudden jolt, and
polite volve sadd over the "phone, “Yon
oare now at 1200 meters. Let us know
what you see and don't move arcund
too much in the basket, as It {8 an old
one and the bottom Is liable to come
out.”

BIN admitted that he felt as cheerful
as a chronie vietim of melancholin, and
Sam safd, “The seven labors of THer-
eules were a snap in comparison to bal-
looning.” Howaover, @n argupent
started @S ta whether a body of water
they saw was the ccenn, Lake Michigan
or u pond fn France, hut to settle the
argument, the cuptain, who was in
touch with the bhasket by ‘phone, in-
formed them that it was the sun shin-
ing on a rain cloud.

Suddenly awfully
arcumi the basket  went  pop-pop-pop-
bum-bum-bum? ! Everything seemed to
&0 upside down all at once—little white
streaks were passing everywhere and
My white bombs were exploding. There
zseemed to be three thousand volees talk-
ing on the ‘phone g1 the same time.
One thing was =ure; they were golng
down tont de suite,
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suddenly — all

Trees Beeome Trees

BHI  sald, “Bryan had
fdea,” but Sam was guite convinced
that - Shermaan  hit nearer the truth.
Finally, they got to o spot where they
could see that trees
3,600 feet, fores , to
get bhack tu the story, the machine gun-
ners and AAA had driven the plane
(yes, that's what {t was, a Boche plane)
buck to Sauerkraut Bitl

But all this happened long ago, when
ohservers needed interfering boots and
fell for the story that the French were
in the Bois-de-Bonlogne. Now, for ex-
ample, ut ¥t Mihiel, when an observer
couldn’t get an appetite for dinner un-
less he had miude at least one parachute
feap of 1,000 feet, when the Allied
planes were dropping the Dracheny
Hke Annle Oukley used to shoot up clay
pigeons in  Buffalo Bill's Wild West,
the American balloons were right on the
Job frem suntise to dark in spite of
the fact that ne Boche planes made
almost superbuman efforts to ger our
balloons.

the right

Qur chasse balloons bagged those thati

were not bagged by the Spads or anti-
aireraft. Occaslonally, however, they
stipged throngh and burnt ns.  Thut's;
the time when a fellow needs a friend.

But—when the whole sky goes crazy,
when high explosive shells are seream- |
fng all around vou and the Boche is
pumping incendiary hullets at you and
the ballcon and the Spads are pumping
then at him and the machine gun
squad on the ground s blazing away
H.B, for E. and you have to elevator

" down by means of a ponge silk para-

chute through that ethereal barrage,
and you land perhaps in an ammunition
dump and, to appear fonchalant, you
Hght a cigarette and amid the cheers
{you think they are ¢heers) of the dump
guard, you see the Boche go down in
a flaming ray and you find yon are no
fonger walking on u clond—Oh, boy!—
ain't ft a grand and glorious t‘eelin"

Carr., AS.
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AND NOBODY LAUGHED

The candle flickered as a gust of wind
biew through the open door of the billet.

“Yes,” mused the corparal. “They
#lways told me George Washington was
an honest man. Yet they always close
the banks on his birthday.”

BOX CARS, BOX CARS,
AND THEN BOX CARS

That’s What War
to Engineers at
Rail Center

700 LAUNCHED IN SIXDAYS

Total of 10,949 Assembled and
Put in Service from OQutfit's
Arrival to October 30

Big

There is one bunch of Engineers ut a
certain big raiiroad center of the S.0.8.
that does nothing but put up box cars
and other pieces of rolling stoek.

They follow the one-man-to-u-process
system eomimon to all up-to-date factor-
ies in the United States. The car parts
are slapped on in turn as the wheels and
fiase come down the length of the three
erectfon tracks, and by the time they
get to the end-—npresto! They're ready to
rolf out. That is the way it Is dcnc

Ninety-six ¢ cars, all
and ready to be pulled up to the front
with thefy loads, is the duly average
output of this outfit of Fungineers. One
day they got it up to 150, when the nced
\m , &reat and the stuff to met the need

" there. They have u record, too, of
0 cars-—high side gondolas—slapped in-
to service in one day for one track, or a
new car for Uncle Sam every ten min-
tites during a ten hour working day.

One week they organized a drive, one
of a succession of drives, to beat thefr
former output record. They called ft
“Colonel W-——"s drive,” as if to Imply
that it was a tribute to their command-
ing officer. In that week of six working
days they launched on the road 700 new.
Iy asscembled cars-—a new record—mak-
ing more than an. even 10,000 that they
had brought inte belng since first com-
ing to France. Thefr total of cars assem-
bled and put in commission up to Octo-
ber 30 was 10,949,

Parts In Morning, Cars at Night

For every 100 cars that they turn out,
they have tu unload 125 carloads of ma-
terisl. “If you give us the parts in the
morning, yvou'll get the curs at night,”
is their axiom. With the crating and
boxes that come In with the car parts,
they have built all thelr barracks, all
their offires, all their furniture, and
tave had enongh kindling left over to
stoke up thelr mammoth kitehen,

That kitchen is the one intended for
the partially completed ratlrond station
that adjofns their work yard. They have
taken over for their m hall the big
salle de reception, or waiting room, of
the statfon, and in # they ean seat 1,400
men at a time, or about 400 less than
their day shift numbers. The mess has
to be going, in part at feast, at all hours,
for besides the night foree of over 400
moen there are many hungry ratlroaders
who try to make X---— - about measl
times and to rest up there between runs,

One of the fentures of these K m:i-
neers” mess is “musie with your meals.”
The band of the regiment, after driving
rivets into tank ears and other odd jobs
all day, comes in at noon and at night,
mounts the big rostrum where the chef
de pare was destined o hang out, and
toots away lustily,

Play for the Fun of It

The wonder grows when it is discov-
ered that it is not an authorized band
at all, but a  volunteer organization,
equipped with funds supplied by one of
the regiment's offivers. It plays not by
order. hut just for the fun of it, and it
plays well,

in the face of their production records
and thefr salvage ingenuity, the books
of the — l~.n;:h)o(~r'4 show that only some-
thing lesy than 240 per cent of them knew
the work of slapping cars together be-
fore they joined tite outfit. Only seven
per cent of thelr 71 offlcers hud had any
expertence i the railronding game in
auy of s forms, They learned it all
aver here,  Ad for keeping on at it after
the war is-over -well, they don’t guite
know, but there's lots worse.

, A.EF. SHOP TALK |

Approximateiy a quarter of a  million
peybodks were placed in the hands of the
ALELF last week,  Almost a hall pnllion
witl be in use by the first week in Decem-
ber, the of Daymaster estimates,

Ot S sned to them in
the United States and bearing their photo-
eraphs and signatures, will be collected on
hoard transports anmd turned over to the
hinding officers of the base ports in France,
Flie base adjutant ar the porr will register,
conntersixn and renumber the cards amd
hand them back to their owners. "Thus
approved, they will serve as the only
identity cands weeded in France, G.0. 187
provide

Frene it and British newspapers are now
raully using the word Yank.

b, dn conversation, have revontly
begun to abbrevinte Amdrienin 1o Ricala.

Tin eans with eovems, such as caudy, to-
baecea or baking  powder containers, nrv
now being urned in by R.0.8. ontfits and
wsened ing dubbin in squad lots, 2
ean 1o n sl i foil wrapped around
cignrettes and the empty tuhes left over
when rht- rootl m shaving cream is

3 being collected at
8, recrention  hals
g ‘md lntm tarned over to

retotning | permanently  or in-
definitely to the United States will take
with them  their qualification *eards nml
personsl record books, and an enliste
man returping will (ke his qualifiention

Loservice tecord, pay book. pay eard,
vquxpnn-m and  other
directed  in

record
his s

o themselves from bmng infested

wit ermin earrying the germs of (rench
fever, orderiies a1 a hospital while hane
Mling clothing of men just oul of the

trenches weat speeinl snits made of two
mirs of fannel paj 1x xewn  fogethesr
and sprayed with cores e vil. Before rhiese
suits wore worn, 33 of HY) men in eight
| months contracted varions forms of trench
fever.  Rince the i= wore adopted there
have been no pew infections,

Neveral small contingent Australinns,
men who enlisted in 1901 and have been
tighting ever xince. have left for thres
monthy” home leave.  Amoag their well
wishers on the eve of departure were many
Ameriean  soldiers with whom they had
fnm.hl on the Rritish front.

The Christmas  package resirictions to
soldiers of the A K. are nlso applied to
members of the auxilinry ~xerviess, They
will each be entitled to one packame, nine
by four by three inches in 0,

Reckiess opening of barre e Kegs ix
forbidden in S.0.8. bulletin 31 in order
that the receptacles may be used agnin.
Empty oil and ham barrels and pickle kegs
are to be unsed Tor shipping rendered drip-
pings, rough fats and by-products to the
Kirelien Feonomies Branch, Salvage Serv-
ive, "Pours,

Two francs is the markei price for ageit ]
eats at Dijon, where the 5.1, Centru
\Xodn‘nl Laboratories are operating in th
Gonts are also bought, Serum
and antitoxins are nnde at Dijon. and v
xpnreh workers alse uxe the nboratories.

The Breton fishing village of Quiberon i
culled the windiest place in ithe AJKF,
‘Terrvific winds and storms sweep in from’
the Atlantic on this town, where an,

%
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other big atrractions;” the sardine canppery.

Means!

American lml.punl nu'w rivals one of thei

WATERWAYS UNDER
FEDERAL CONTROL

Delaware - Raritan Canal
Completes Chain Reach-
ing to Buffalo

RAILROADS RUNNING WELL

Transportation Problem Sure to
Be Great Battleground in
America at War’s End

{BYCanrneTe THE STARS AND STRIPES.]
AMERICA, Nov. 7.~The Government
this week took over the Delaware-
Raritan canal, snd now has under its
management a continuous system of
waterways from Buffalo to Delaware.

There is litle doubt now that, no mat.
ter how quickly the war emergency may
¢nd, we shail have a eclear-cut under-
standing on the whole national transpor-
tation sltuaton and will he able to at-
taek the hugely important problem of
fts future conduct with something ke
exact knowledge to gulde us.

Of course, the big experiment in Gov-
ernment rafiroad and transportation
management would have paid for war
purposes, even if it had otherwise been
such a -faflure that, with peace, there
would have been nothing to do but
gladly return to the original control and
wash our hands of it.

But the great experiment has not been
a failure. Without going inte-any finan-
«fal aspeet of it, the big fact ig before
every eve in the country that it has been
absolutely successful from-the operating
point of view.

Never before hus the American trans-
portation system had such colossal work
to do as in this war, and pever has that
work been better done. Never before
vere conditions worse than when the-
rauflroads  were tuken over. Wicked
weather conditions chokéd the termi-
nals, and rolling stock was worn out and
diminished by the inordinate work of
the three preceding years of huge ship-
ments to seaboard.

The nation not only succeeded in
solving this problem, but simultaneously
has succeeded in vastly inereasing ship-
ments and moving huge bodles of men
besides.  Jt is eertnin that In 1814 nine
men out of ten would have prophesied
disaster for such an experiment, and we
may well be happy and proud that we
have proved what a democraey can do
under efficfent government.

There will unquestionably be a big
nd presnmably protracted struggle over i
the future management of the ra!lronds.l
Apart from those interested merely from
selfish interests, thereis a sharp division
between two very large and intelligent
hodies of public opinfon, the one be-
Heving esrnestly in private initiative

and coatro!, the other in Government
control, i mnot outright Government
ownership,

it is altogether likely that a great
determined battle over this question will
start as soon as the war i{s definitely out

REGIMENT SENDS
$22,000 TO FOLKS

Stevedores Hold Menth’s
Contest and Make Out -
518 Money Orders

More than $22,000 was raised and sent
back to the States as the result of a
money saving contest that ended last
week between the companies of the —
Stevedore Regiment at Base Port No. 2.

The regiment has been stationed near
a large city where its members were in
the habit of spending something wmore
than their spare time. The lieutenant
colonel in charge of the outfit finally
went to the Y secretarfes and asked them
to condict a eontest that would tend to
encourage the men to save their money.

The contest was started the latter part
of September and lasted one month. The
result was to be decided on the number
of men who saved money, rather ihan
upon the total saved or the average per
man.

It was found that 518 men of the regi-
wment reported savings which were sent
back fo the home foiks, The competition
was won by the 3rd Company, which had
47 men make deposits totaling $543.
The 4th Company was second, with 44
men and $1,000 to their credit and Com.-
pany No. 2 was third with 40 men and
$1,311 saved. The 18th Company had
the honor of dending home the largest
amount, thefr total being $2,560 from
39 men, This amount means an average
of more than $65 per man, or almost
double his salary. A sergeant in this
regiment explafned that the 18th Com-
pany held a certain nameless champion-
ship.

FiREWﬂOﬂ FOR- MEN
"IN LINE THIS WINTER

Eveéry Soldier to Have Half
Cubic Meter for Cook-
ing and Warmth

The A'E. ¥. 18 going to be kept warm
this winter. The Forestry section has
undertaken the task of cuting enough
wood between now and the first of the
year to provide every man at the front
with half a eublc meter of wood to cook
his food and keep him warm and in
fighting trim during the cold weather,

In cold figures, the Foresters have
promised the Q.M.C. to deliver 1,100,600
steres—that is, cubic meters—of fuel
wood on the road ready for distribution
befare the first of the new year. Put
in another way, it means a stack of
wood one meter high and one meter
broad which, if it was extended along
the road, would reach from Paris to
Berlin.

A small army of woodsmen {is at work
in the French foresis in the advance
section of the S.0.S. getting out the
timber, cutting it into shape for use and
stacking it up on the roadside where
the truck trains can get at it and carry
it off to the front.

As the officer in eharge of the’ project
of getting the doughboys’ fuel out of
the woods says, “Wood will not win the
war. but the war cannot be won with-
out wood. If George Washington  had
had forestry troops to draw upon, his
men would not have suffered as they did
at Valiey Forge.
estry section will see that history do®s
not repeat itself in this respect.”

Colonel (on tour of inspection): What
are your gencral orders, sentry?
Sentry: Sh-h-h-h! There's a German
out there!
(Colonal retreats through communi-
cating trench.)

general orders, anyway.

Sentry: 1 never could remember them _

DELPARK

NEW YORK
Underwear  Soft Collars
Pajamas Handkerchie

MADE N _THE US.A,

HOTEL

PLAZA-ATHENEE

2% Avenue Montaigne,
PARIS :

Protect
Your Hearing
by using .

Army and Navy
Ear Drum Protectors

af the way, and nobody has yet ventured :
even to guess how it will end. Oneli
thing certain, however, {8 that, even If|
the railroads return to private contrel,;
ft will not be the autocratic or s!mshod’
private control of the past. Our gres Lt|
experiment has settled that much.

HOTEL

CONTINENTAL

3 Ruc de Castiglione, PABIS

_GRAKE WAR COMFORT CLUB

36 Ave. de l'Opérn. Paris

Lozated in Fran’e for the benefit
of Crane Company employces.

Prevent Injury from
Gun-fire or Shell Shock

Do not interfere with
Hearing of Commands

Price $ 1.00

JOHN WANAMAKER
44 Ruo des Patites Ecuries, PARIS
Sole European Distributors |

SAFETY EAR DRUM
PROTECTOR CO.

New York, N.Y,

26 Cortlandr Streer

ASK -FOR

“KINGS’ TASTE” CIGARS

AUG. KLEFFMAN

Barclay and ‘Greenwich Sts.

Shipped Abroad for the A.E.F.

NS’ ‘ SONS, Makers

NEW YORK CITY, U.S.A.

THE GREAT MlLlTARY OUTFITTERS

KENSINGTON " HIGH

Famous ‘KENBAR
TRENCH COAT

AMERICAN OFFICERS
Pleass Note
The “Kenbar" is tho officer’s great
favorite, and the sales are increas-
ing daily. Guaranteed absolutely
proof ag'lmst any weather. Made
from our roted _trebly-proofed
KENBAR-CORD. Lined “throngh-
out preofed check woolen and m-
tertined oiled fabric. Every detail
BU ANOCLSSATY fur hh'.‘ li streunou‘;
wear in the trenebes is embodied
m ihis excellent Coat.  The collar
can be wotn in fonr paxitions.  The
sleeves are made with reinforced
elbows, and the skirt is out fuil
and fitted with cavalry gusset. The
“Kenbar' is the finest cut aund
hest-tailored Trench Coat in Lon-
on.
Cor with Ragian slesves and very easy neme
halee, Bud can casily be stipped on over a
British Wanm, Send your vrder at cuce men-
trouing only chest measurement fxken over Sor-
vies Jachet, and a perfeettit is guarsuiced.

26.25

L.

With detaclnble Fleace Hinfug, o7 vl Tinecs
Overeont & . Supplied s« lkeh‘lll with
Pur Collar of Wallshy, 86.28 e:
Fur collar at \(u\qurnh 311,25 iy

{3ood quality tiesce Undercosts hxr wearing

under Treucks Coats ar 3%
These aro groatly mddcmnm! am{ \.,r.v warm
an

ORDERS EXECUTED
; IN STRICT ROTATION.

w.8.

ST., LQNDON,
¥

&
The Coat the Officer will heve

i

JOHN BARKER AND COMPANY LTD.. KENS!NGTON \vV 8,

DERE
MABLE

" Love Letters of a Rookie
— e O e e
8y Liwt. EDWARD STREETER
Fictures by Corp "BILL" BRECK

The fanrniest book
the War has produced!

fiet vouy commanding n'ﬂur 1o ) Ie an
{or (his book and -ﬂu e F2ien wml ?(’)Yl‘l 3
mpy {17 _centa) or

H SMITH & 50‘3.01‘(3\1.1.! .'\\

- Phis is supposed fo ba a skeich
ofa ‘German tailor forecasting new
styles for men and boys.

Reminds us of the man who had

suit made to order and then
wanted to consign it to Berlin be-
canse it turned out ‘so different
from what he pictured from the
sumple!

Now he buys from us! Tbe
_finest {abrics! the highest tvpe of
tailoring!

.

ROGERS PEET COMPANY

Broadway Broadway
ot 13th SL ~The at 34th St
Fonr
Broadvey Corners” Fifth Ave
al Warren at §1st St

REW YORE CITY

The men of the Fop<]

SLEATOR & CARTER
MILITARY TAILORS

.

Umforms and all Insxgma
British made Trench Coats

CARTER S

No me’f! can fouch you

NEW YORK- WASHINGTON

BRENTANO'S

(Sot-.iece Anonyms)
Booksellers & Stationers,

37 AVENUE DE L’OPERA, PARIS.

Chrristmas Cards and Calendars
Diaries for 1919

United States Army Regulatnona,etc.
Fine Collectxon .of War Posters

Keep, 3-in-One Handy

ln billets, on the march, in the trenches. you can't
afford to be without- 3‘rn-One.

Your razor won't “pull” if blade is moistened with
3-in-One before and after shaving and blades will last
twice as long,

3-in-One softens and waterproofs your boots shoes,
putiees and all other leather equipment.

Rub alittle 3-in-One on your tired, aching feat
after rnarching or sentry duty.” Quick reltef. Use 1t
on your hands and face as an insect chaser. Oll your
| wrist-watch with 3-in-One,

-And, OF COURSE, you use 3-in-One, the old,
| reliable, widely recommended gunoil, to lubrlcat.e. clean,
1 and polish your plece “‘ghd prevent. all rust and tarnish.

THREE-IN-ONE OIL CO.

BROADWAY NEW YORK

SAFETY RAZOR

- The DURHAM DUPLEX Razor Set
either in leather case, of in khaki cloth kit

ncluding g razor, with white handle, pac-
kage of thrée blades; guard and . stropping

Lm

attachment can be obtained
at dl AEF. snd Y.M.CA. canieens




